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Ancient House
Printing Group Invests

In Komori System 38S

16-page System 38S

Ancient House Printing
Group, based in Ipswich,
Suffolk, has just completed
a £3.5m investment pro-
gramme, the largest in the
company’s 160-year history,
with the installation of a
high-specification Komori
System 38S 16-page web
press.

The press has five printing
units and is complete with
sheeter, inline gluing and
three-knife trimming. It was
selected by the company
for the clear benefits it can
deliver — first-class qual-
ity work, faster turnaround,
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new levels of flexibility and
cost-efficient production

— and is already attract-
ing additional business
from both new and exist-
ing customers. The System
38S replaces an eight-page
Komori web press.

Ancient House Printing
Group, which employs 128
staff, has a prestigious port-
folio of customers in sectors
ranging from government
departments to travel
operators and magazine
publishers.

UK printer specifies a five-color
System 38S with inline spine gluing
and rotary trimming facility as well
as twin ribbon folders. The result?
The capability to offer ‘a full spec-
trum of printing services’ and the
flexibility to accommodate ‘endless

folding options’ with radically shorter
turnaround times.

Popular with operators
and customers

Allison Berry, joint man-
aging director, says: “The
investment is already prov-
ing popular both with
customers and internally
with our staff. The Komori
web offset press provides
new levels of flexibility, and
we can produce excellent
work, faster and more cost
effectively.”

“The quick makeready on
the System 38S, together
with the facility to print top
quality work at 50,000 cop-
ies per hour, gives us the

flexibility to compete for
any size of run and be able
to switch easily between
jobs, runs and any paper
stock from 55 gsm to 200
gsm. The fifth unit gives us
the ability to add a spot
colour or sealer/ varnish.”

“It is not only with run
lengths where the new
System 38S scores highly.
We are using the Komori
press to provide a full spec-
trum of printing services
and to complement our
eight-colour and ten-colour
sheet-fed presses. It is also
a perfect addition for our

720 x 1,050mm format long
perfectors.”

Inline production
streamlines work

“The System 38S is helping
with our in-house resources.
The inline spine gluing and
rotary trimming facility
mean that jobs are packed
and despatched from the
end of the press, without
needing to go through our
bindery department. Jobs
that used to take around 18
hours to produce are now
being completed in just four
hours, leaving our stitching

and other finishing equip-
ment to be utilised for
other work.”

“The twin ribbon fold-
ers of the System 38S are
adjusted completely auto-
matically, which keeps
makereadies and wastage

to a minimum,” says Berry.

“The folding options we
can produce are endless,
from four-page to 64-page,
with permutations such

as eight-page A4 sections
with closed head or four x
four-page A4 sections.”

‘4 million impressions
a week’

“This has been a major
project for us and Komori
has given us excellent ser-
vice and support through-
out, from the initial on-site
survey to commissioning
and training. We are now
printing around four mil-
lion impressions each
week on the System 38S.
The next 12 months are
looking extremely exciting
as we begin a campaign to
promote the new Komori
press throughout the
industry.”

Komori has become the
leading supplier of 16-
page web offset presses
in the UK, where it has
installed 17 System 38S
presses in the last
five years.
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